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On hearing these circumstances, from his mouth, I
attained some consolation, saying, " If he should wish
it, then my desires will be accomplished; God has
favoured me greatly, since he has made such a mad
man well inclined towards me; so true is it, that if
God is favourable, all goes well/' When the evening
came, and the sun set, the young man took up the
bier, and instead of one of the slaves, he put it on my
head and took me along with him. He said, " I am
going to the princess, and will plead for thee as much
as I am able; do not thou open thy lips, but remain
silent and listen." I replied, " Whatever you advise,
I will strictly do; God preserve you, for you feel pity
on my case." That young man proceeded towards
the royal garden, and when we entered it, I perceived
a marble platform of eight sides, in an open space of
the garden, on which was spread an awning of silver
tissue with pearl fringe, and erected on poles set with
diamonds ; a rich brocade masnad, with pillows, was
spread under the awning. The bier was placed there,
and we were both ordered to go and sit under a tree
[which he pointed out].

In a short time, the lights of flambeaux appeared,
and the princess herself arrived, accompanied by some
female attendants before and behind her; melancholy
and anger were visible in her looks; she mounted the
platform and sat down [on the mamad]. The foster-
brother stood before her with folded arms, then sat
down at a respectable distance on a comer of ihefarsL
The prayer for the dead was read; then the foster-
brother said something; I having applied my ear, was
listening with attention. At last, he said, " 0 princess